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Ships hanbapſbantd to be in che erst 
tion for dea ſervice that ever they were _ 
to be, in the: Memory of Man, and many xf 
them ſeatcely fit for Spithead Expeditions; 
Ships having failed out 3 deſtined; 
as was Pn. for foreign Service, that 
bave with Difficulty been able to ſwim into the 
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-va6: Becauſe itiva Falenorcobe contradidt 
That the Spaniardi were permitted quĩetly to 
| poſſeſs themſelves of the Land belonging to our 
"a t Fortreſs of aer erer this 
Kingdom was in poſſei by virtue of the 
Freaty of Urrecht, till hs laſt. Siege of that 
Place: By vrhieh Permiſſion, Fortifications 
ere erected and Ba eee e 1/4 
Ground by the Spantards ;/ whereby: t ſe 
of the advantageous Bay of Gibraltar ĩs loſt to 
England, and our Ships ever ſimce forced to 
anchor, both inconveniently and dangeroully, 
under the Walls of the Town. And what na- 
turally raiſes the ſtrongeſt Suſpicions in us, of 
this unwarrantable Proceeding, is, that à Bri 
tZiſh Admiral foon after. was at Cadiz, With 6 
powerful Squadron of Ships of the Line, at tk 
time the Spaniards thus he broke 1 85 
Treaty; and that Admiral quietly and undi- 
ſtar left them in Poſſeſſion of that Ground, 
and conveyed. their Troops to take Poſſeſſion. 
of the Dominions of Tufcany. ; 5 


7. Becauſe the Papers upon our Table, de- 
livered to the Houſe from the Commiſſioners 
of the Cuſtoms, do plainly prove, that Sir Ro- 
bert Walpole, by publickly conniving for many 
Years at the Trade carried on with this Nation 
from the Port of Dunkirk, bas given up the 
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ninth Article of the Treaty of Utrecht : 
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1 Propoſition contained in it is undoubtedly true 
in itſelf, yet de apprehend it to be nowiſe ap- 
4 plicable to the Point which had been ſo long 
ages the ſame Day: For we conceive the 
publick Utility may render it neceſſary, that a 
Perſon ſhould be removed from an Office, and 
yet that Removal cannot be deemed a Puniſh- | 
ment; far inſtance; in the Caſe of Incapacity, | 
Surely then, wilfulN eglects, Breach of Duty, 
| 9 — Malyerſation in an Office, may 
juſtly require this great Council of State to 
preſent an humble Addreſs to his Majeſty for 
the Removal of any Perſon guilty of ſuch 
© Cfimes, in order to prevent publick Detri- 
ment. And we cannot apprehend, that the 
Motion which occaſioned the former Debate, 
Was by any means void of Proofs; ſince the 
Treaties, and Papers referred to, were as Re- 
| cords in the Poffeſſion of the Houſe ; and the 
Notoriety of many Facts alledged were in our 
Opinion equal to a Cloud of Witneſſes. For 
| | thoſe Reaſons, although we agree to the Mat- 
= ter contained in the Queſtion, and, acting in 
b: our judicial Capacity, would never err from the 
Rules laid downinit; yet we cannot but wiſh 
the Queſtion had been laid aſide, leſt a wicked 
= — Miniſter hereafter ſhould think himſelf ſecure 
in his Office, if he cannot be brought ow 
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